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TRANSLATIONAL ADVISORY
BOARDS (TABS)
Established in 2008

Community Engagement of the IIMS

WHAT IS A “TAB”?

 A representative body of citizens in a community 
which aims to improve community health 
through CBPR and educational outreach in 
partnership with UTHSCSA.
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TAB PURPOSE

Bench Bedside Community

Bookshelf

“T1”     “T2”  “T3” 
The Academic Health Science Center:

WHERE ARE THE TABS?
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HOW DO TABS FUNCTION?

Monthly Meetings; most for over 6 years
Discuss and Identify Research Topics with 

Researchers
CBPR training/CITI Trained
Plan and administer Public Learning 

Forums; Community Assessments
Review and provide feedback to academic 

researchers about research proposals
Dissemination and Implementation

SO WHAT? 

 “Translate” research to diverse communities.
 Advise researchers; open doors and assist with 

projects.
 Disseminate and report research findings to 

promote health improvement initiatives, inform 
local policy and increase capacity of researchers 
& community.

 “Boots on the Ground” Citizen Scientists who are 
required partners in applications to PCORI, NIH, 
AHRQ, CPRIT etc. 
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WHAT TABS DO?

2 TABs

1 Rural – Frio County

1 Urban – Bexar County 

WHO IS THE FRIO TAB

 Diverse group of Frio 
County Residents

 Meet monthly since 
2009

 We: 
 Collect data
 Assess community 

health priorities
 Recruit for Projects
 Facilitate research 

partnerships
 Disseminate results
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COLLECT DATA

 Surveys  Sponsor Health Fairs

ASSESS COMMUNITY HEALTH PRIORITIES
FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS
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RECRUIT FOR PROJECTS

DISSEMINATE RESULTS
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INVITATION TO RESEARCHERS

 Our community is interested in Patient Centered 
Research

 We have a stable infrastructure to be your 
community partner

 We prefer a seat at the research table from the 
beginning of the project.

 We can help gather preliminary data!
 The research has to benefit our community too!

WHO IS THE BEXAR TAB?
 Established in 2008

 Mission: Improve 
community health 
through Community 
Based Participatory 
Research and Outreach 
with UTHSCSA.

 Bexar County is a 
“huge” area

 Focus: Edgewood 
Community of San 
Antonio. 
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WHY IS NEEDED?

Edgewood Community welcomes health 
initiatives but wants to be educated on 
the subject.

Following doctors recommendations at 
times are in conflict with misinformation 
and community beliefs.

 Issues having to do with obtaining 
medical coverage like no insurance, not 
able to keep Carelink payments and not 
informed about Affordable Care Act.   

EDGEWOOD COMMUNITY HEALTH
ASSESSMENT



5/20/2015

9

TAB PROJECTS

IN SUMMARY


