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RESULTS CONCLUSIONS

Many (88%) dental practitioners do not ask about violence exposure, but most agree that .Violence exposure is a widespread
screening patients for signs of violence is apart of their professional role.
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BACKGROUND

What Is violence awareness in dentistry?

® The WHO defines violence as" intentional use of physical
force, threatened against oneself, that results in a
likelihood of injury (health, psychological,
maldevelopment. Deprivation)!"

Effects

®patients may be forced to delay treatment?

®Increase in dental diseases (dental caries)?3

®Has a negative impact on development, general
health & quality of life3



METHODS

®5 question survey: Oral Health and Violence Exposure

®Distributed Via STOHN PBRN

®Data collected anonymously

®N= 34 practitioners in South Texas
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RESULTS

Many (88%) dental practitioners do not ask about violence exposure, but most agree that
screening patients for signs of violence is apart of their professional role.

Does your patients health history form ask about
any violence exposure (i,e., physical, mental,
emotional)

BEYes ONo

Please indicate how much you agree with the

following statement: Dental practitioners shoulg
screen patients for any violent exposure as part

of the professional role.
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® Dental practitioners look for
several signs of violence
exposure

® As a health care providers
dentist are primary reporters

® The average comfort level of
assist persons with violent
exposure was 6.5%

® Looking for possible participation

61.8% were Interested In
participating in the study

On a scale of 1 (not comfortable) to 10 (very
comfortable), how comfortable would you feel directing
a patient to resources that assist persons with violence
exposure in your local community?
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What signs of violence exposure do you typically
look for (check all that apply)

Brusing to mouth, face or neck

Broken, damaged, or missing teeth
Mauxillofacial trauma in dental x-ray
Lacerations ta mouth, face or neck
Emotional distress

Distress caused by physical touch

Dental caries

Red, swollen or bleeding gum

| dont assess/screen for violence exposure
Other
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CONCLUSIONS

®Violence exposure is a widespread
Issue In the United States |

® Most practitioners do no screen for
violence in their practices

® Practitioners are moderately
comfortable in assisting their
patients

®More than half the practitioners are :
willing to participate
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