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INSTITUTE FOR INTEGRATION OF MEDICINE AND SCIENCE
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS
TRANSLATIONAL TECHNOLOGY RESOURCE – SINGLE-CELL ANALYSIS
Overview

The Institute for Integration of Medicine and Science (IIMS) is soliciting applications for Translational Technology Resource (TTR) awards to support genetic analyses at the single-cell level. The objective of this program is to provide funding for translational research projects that would be enhanced by data from single-cell technologies, specifically in the context of a planned external grant application. The proposed research must have relevance to clinical and/or translational science. Funds provided by a TTR award must be used explicitly to offset the cost to the researcher of core resource usage (in-full or cost-shared) and will be disbursed directly to the University of Texas Health Science Center San Antonio (UTHSCSA) Genome Sequencing Facility (GSF) upon completion of services.

Eligibility

Applicants must hold a faculty-level appointment at UTHSCSA or one of its CTSA partner institutions (San Antonio Metropolitan Health District, San Antonio Military Health System, South Texas Veterans Health Care System, Texas Biomedical Research Institute, University Health, University of Texas San Antonio, University of Texas Austin College of Pharmacy and Dell Medical School. Applicants from partner institutions must involve a meaningful collaboration with a UTHSCSA co-investigator. Applications from early-stage investigators are strongly encouraged.
Required plan for external grant submission
Applicants must describe plans for submitting a grant proposal that will rely, at least in part, on the preliminary data generated through the TTR award. Please provide funding agency, mechanism, timeline, and how the TTR award would enhance the likelihood of funding.
Only one application per faculty member will be accepted during FY2024.
Submission, terms, and conditions
Applications will be accepted on a rolling monthly basis. Proposals received on or before the 15th of a given month will be reviewed by the 15th of the following month. The proposal template is available at:  http://iims.uthscsa.edu/translational.html. Proposals should be submitted in pdf format by uploading them to REDCap, as one single document. 
· Applications will first be reviewed for:  1) relevance to translational science, 2) appropriate and effective use of the technology resource, 3) scientific merit, and 4) likelihood of downstream grant funding.
· Awards will be made for a period of six months and cannot be extended without a compelling scientific justification.
· For projects using human subjects or samples, no expenditures will be permitted until IIMS-TTR is provided with a copy of the official notice of approval by the Institutional Review Board (IRB).
· For projects involving the use of vertebrate animals, no expenditures will be permitted until IIMS-TTR is provided with a copy of the official notice of approval by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC).
· Applicants must be up to date on compliance with institutional conflict of interest disclosure policies.
Budget and financial policies

Applications should include a total budget of no more than $10,000, all for GSF fees. Funding for the proposed work will be encumbered for the project and disbursed directly to the GSF upon completion of services. Do not include costs for personnel, supplies, equipment, or indirect (F&A) costs.
Application requirements and format

Applications should be prepared by following the instructions below. For submissions by UTHSCSA faculty, a Certification of Proposal is not required. Font size should be no smaller than 11 point, preferably Arial. The font size for figures, figure legends, charts, and tables may be smaller, but must be clearly legible. Margins all-around should be at least 0.5”. Pages should be numbered sequentially. The length of the Research Plan (narrative with illustrations included) is limited to two single-spaced pages. The organization of the proposal should be as follows:

· Application Cover Sheet– use template at this link
· Research proposal (two single-spaced pages maximum) to include the following three elements:
· A brief description of the overall research project (including no more than ten key literature citations)
· Justification for the GSF services requested (How will the single-cell data strengthen the merit and impact of the project?)
· Plans for submitting a grant proposal that will rely, at least in part, on the preliminary data generated through the TTR award. Provide funding agency, mechanism, timeline, and how the TTR award would enhance the likelihood of funding.

· NIH Biosketch Template for the applicant PI and any Co-Investigators
· Budget
· Identify the specific analyses proposed, number of samples, cost per sample.
· Show subtotals for the IIMS share (Cap $10,000) and any available cost-sharing (optional), followed by the total budget.
· Obtain GSF project approval by signature of the Director, Dr. Zhao Lai

Review process, criteria, and special emphasis areas

The IIMS leadership group will first review the proposal for its potential impact on the advancement of translational science. Second, scientists with significant expertise in the requested technology will review the proposal, resource justification, grant submission plans, investigator qualifications, and budget. Upon successful review and approval of the application, funding will be encumbered for the project and will be disbursed directly to the GSF as services are rendered. 
Funding expectations

A total of $100,000 is available in FY2024 to support this initiative (i.e., funding for 10 or more projects, with a cap of $10,000 per project).  
Responsibilities of the Principal Investigator
The principal investigator of funded projects is required to:

· Abide by NIH rules and regulations

· Abide by IIMS-CTSA and/or CTSA partner policies and procedures

· Provide IIMS with any requested information in a timely fashion

· At the time of funding provide a complete list of other support, including pilot project mechanisms, along with explanations of any potential scientific or budgetary overlap

· Provide a waiver of Facilities and Administrative (F&A) fees or Indirect Costs from your institution if you are a non-UTHSCSA investigator

· Submit complete and timely progress reports

· Acknowledge support from IIMS in all publications and reports generated with TTR resources (details to be provided at the time of funding)

